The Scarlet Letter 

Themes

· The effect of sin

· Hester commits a sin of passion rather than one of intellect

· She is not tortured by guilt.  She believed her husband was dead and that the love she shared with Dimmesdale had a holiness all its own.

· Hester grows strong as a result of accepting her punishment.

· Dimmesdale is unable to justify his sin, even on the grounds of love.

· He conceals his sin, increasingly tormenting his conscience.

· Chillingworth commits the worst sin, violating “in cold blood, the sanctity of the human heart.”

· He places the intellect over the heart.

· Personal and Public Truth

· Hester freely acknowledges her sin.

· She elaborately embroiders her symbol of shame and guilt, dresses Pearl in scarlet as a second such symbol, and wears the “A” long after she could have discarded it.

· Dimmesdale conceals his sin for seven long years.

· He suffers increasing torments of conscience.

· He finally admits his guilt immediately after his Election Day sermon in Chapter 23.

· Chillingworth pretends to be Dimmesdale’s friend while probing his heart.

· He becomes increasingly demonic by not being truthful to himself or others.

· Wisdom through Suffering

· Hester becomes increasingly loved and respected.  She is sought after for comfort and counsel.

· Dimmesdale comes to realize the importance of publicly confessing sin.  He learns that he cannot live with a lie.

· Chillingworth does not grow wise through suffering.  He never realizes that his torture of the minister is immoral and evil.

