The Crucible

Arthur Miller

· Considered among the finest American playwrights of the contemporary era.

· Miller wrote about the dilemma of common people pitted against powerful and unyielding social forces.

· Miller was born in New York City in 1915.

· He dropped out of high school and began working. Later, he persuaded the University of Michigan to accept him as a student. 

· It was in college that Miller first began to write plays.

· During high school Miller was much more athletic than intellectual so few would have believed he would one day become America’s intellectual playwright. 

· Miller achieved fame by winning a Pulitzer Prize for Death of a Salesman.

· Miller is recognized for bringing a new seriousness to the American theater.

· Miller wrote The Crucible in 1953.  Although it duplicates the Salem Witchcraft Trials of 1692, the play was inspired by Miller’s belief that the hysteria surrounding the witchcraft trials paralleled the political climate of McCarthyism. 

· In 1956 Miller again hit the spotlight when he married Marilyn Monroe.  He did little writing during the marriage.  He did however write The Misfits in which Monroe starred.  After their divorce he again began to write. 

The Salem Witchcraft Trials

· In 1692 the colony of Mass. was plagued by a witchcraft hysteria that resulted in the death of at least 20 people and the jailing of at least 150 others.  This was only a small part of a witchcraft hysteria that swept through the western world during the 16th and 17th centuries.  It is estimated that between one and nine million alleged witches were either hanged or burned to death in Europe during the 200 year period.  

· The witchcraft hysteria originated in the small village of Salem Village.

